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The General Land Office, under the Surveyor General of Washington, provided
the original surveys of the public domain, allowing for entry and settlement.
The Office was staffed by Surveyor Generals, Clerks, Draftsmen, and
sometimes Examiners.  They contracted the surveys to private Deputy Surveyors
from 1851 until 1910 when the system of direct employees took over.  The
contractors also provided Mineral Surveys, Donation Land Claim Surveys,
Homestead Entry Surveys, and surveys of Indian Reservations and Allotments.
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the original surveys of the public domain, allowing for entry and settlement.
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